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Cyber Folklore
Abstract

The field of folklore studies is active and relevant. With the advent of the Internet and mobile phones, the study
of cyber folklore became active. This article analyzes the manner and nature of folklore formed by these media with
the help of time and new technology. In order to clarify the continuity of the study of folklore, a division has been
made into ancient folklore, medieval folklore, modern folklore and cyber folklore. This paper also defines what
constitutes artificial folklore and meta folklore, which have a strong presence in cyber folklore.
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Cyber Folklore, Artificial Folklore, Meta Folklore, Heritage Studies
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Folk songs, vocabulary and regional style: A study based on Anwar Ali's film songs
Abstract

Anvar Ali is a poet who is writing lyrics for Malayalam film songs since 2013. Many of his lyrics show a
significant folk influence. His compositions combine the vocabulary and stylistic features of folk songs. These songs
have been written in consonance with the requirements of the script and in keeping with the situations that they
demand. At the same time, these songs exhibit a certain degree of independent existence as well as a linguistic and
conceptual distinctiveness.

Key words

Ballads of North Malabar, Midland songs, Appalalu, Krishigeetha, Seattle Chief
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Oceanic knowledge and Lakshadweep

Abstract

The Lakshadweep Islands are a Union Territory located close to the Kerala coast. While Malayalam is the
official language, ‘Jasari’ is the spoken dialect. The islands are surrounded by the sea and have small islands with and
without human habitation. The island people are rich in oceanic knowledge because of their life tsruggling with the
sea and the weather. With the advent of social media and the pursuit of better living conditions leading to migration
to the mainland, this article seeks to discover the indigenous knowledge that is becoming alien to the new generation.
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Rituals and festivals related to paddy
Abstract

Palakkad, known as the "Rice Bowl of Kerala", is a district renowned for its agricultural heritage and cultural
traditions. The district is home to numerous festivals that celebrate agriculture and rural life. Among these, the Kathir
Festival is a significant event that marks the beginning of the harvest season.Agricultural festivals in Palakkad, par-
ticularly in the Chittur and Alathur taluks, are unique and widespread. These festivals are an integral part of the folk
culture and are characterized by a blend of ritualistic and celebratory elements.““This article aims to explore the
different aspects of the Kathir Festival, which embodies both ritualistic and celebratory elements. By analyzing these
elements, we can gain a deeper understanding of the festival's significance and its role in Palakkad's agricultural
heritage.

Keywords
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Myth! Cinema! Myth! Mythical Cinemas and Cinimatic Myths in Malayalam
Abstract

The prominent narrative sources of cinema are the widely circulated fables and legends of both regional and
beyond. The paper analyses how the Malayalam cinema make use of these myths that are parts of folklore. It
categorises the folk based films into mythical cinema and cinematic myths. The paper takes the movie Sundarakilladi
for detailed study and movies Guru, Athbuthadweep, Ajayante Randam Moshanam for general study.

Keywords

Cinema, folklore, myth, mythical cinema, cinematic myth, homogeneous society
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Yakshi to Dakini: Transcultural
Archetypes of the Feminine in
Indo-Tibetan Folklore and Mythology

Abstract

This research paper explores the transcultural evolution of the Yakshi archetype across Indo-Tibetan folkloric
traditions, examining its dual representation as both demoness and deity.

Rooted in early Indian mythology as guardians of nature and fertility, Yakshis embody striking dualities—life and
death, seduction and destruction, benevolence and wrath. The study traces their transformation into the Tibetan
Buddhist Dakini and references the demoness-deity figure Srin Mo from the Bon tradition. By investigating the
interplay between mythology, gender, and religious beliefs, the paper illuminates the archetypal qualities that reflect
and challenge societal norms, fears, and aspirations. Grounded in Jungian archetypal theory, particularly the concepts
of Anima and Great Mother, the study delves into the psychological and symbolic significance of these figures as
representations of feminine power and the collective unconscious in Indian and Tibetan mythologies. The paper
further highlights how these myths grapple with cultural anxieties surrounding female sexuality and autonomy while
celebrating their transformative roles in spiritual and psychological growth. By identifying continuities and
transformations across regional contexts, this research underscores the enduring significance of the Yakshi-Dakini
archetype in shaping shared mythological and psychological frameworks of femininity and power.Ultimately, it offers
insights into contemporary understandings of femininity and power, fostering broader sociocultural discourse.

Keywords

Yakshi/Yakkhi, Dakini, Srin Mo, Anima, Great Mother, collective unconscious, myth, archetype, folklore,
femininity, gender, power, symbol, culture, India, Tibet, Buddhism



Swethal Ramchandran

Intergenerational transmission of

cultural and ritualistic dynamics:

A family folkloric perspective in
Female Sagas

Abstract

Folklore in the broader sense encompasses the collective cultural customs, expressions, beliefs, practices,
stories, music, dance and other cultural artifacts that a community passes down through generations, mostly through
oral transmission. Folkloric literature is considered to be synonymous to the spectrum of myths, legends, fairy tales
and fables which are predominantly shaped, controlled and narrated through the male-dominated structures of
society. Intergenerational female sagas which follow women in families across generations, opens up the space for
the transfer of cultural knowledge from grandmothers to mothers to daughters. This study is an attempt to analyse
the transmission of cultural and ritualistic practices in The Toss of a Lemon, a recent female saga authored by
Padma Viswanathan. The plot follows three generations of women in a Brahmanical family rooted in rural Tamil
Nadu and is a testimony to how cultural traditions sustain and evolve across generations. The study will substantiate
the arguments based on the frames of references from the family folkloric perspective. In doing so, the study highlights
the patterns of female folkloric transmission and associated reconstruction and negotiation of cultural subjectivities.

Keywords

Female saga, folkloric elements, intergenerational transmission, family folklore
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Vani M. Pyarilal

Mikania Micrantha: the Curse and
an Alluring Loop of Exodus

Abstract

The waves of peasant migration from the erstwhile princely state of Travancore to Malabar started in 1920s is
an important topic which continue to draw the attention of people who are interested in understanding the various
factors contributed to the socio-political, cultural and economic development of the Kerala state and society. This
article attempts to study the various trajectories in migration of people from Travancore to Malabar during the 20
century and the challenges experienced by migrants, depicted in the contemporary Malayalam short story Mikania
micrantha written by Vinoy Thomas. The short story portrays the lives of the three generations of people from a
migrant family called ‘Manjalil” and through their experiences the author tries to elucidate the ups and downs in the
migrant lives in Malabar. Here, an attempt is also made to understand the shifting/continuing patterns in social
relations including class, caste etc. in the migrant farmer hamlets in Malabar region of Kerala happened over the last
century, by analysing the relationship between various characters in the short story.

Keywords

Migration, Malabar, Mikania micrantha, Travancore, Kerala, Exodus, Moses, Jerusalem, Canaan



Nithya Mariam John

The Personal in the Epistolary:
A Reading of Selected Letters
shared between Jawaharlal Nehru
and
Indira Gandhi

Abstract

The paper is a reading of selected letters exchanged between Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi, which were
collected as Two Alone, Two Together, later. The letters were written between 1940 and 1964. The paper tries to
look at how the epistolary nature of writings blur lines between the personal and the political climes of two well
known personalities who held key positions of the nation.

Keywords:

Subjectivity, Humour, Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi, Epistolary narration
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